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1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Why does Montaigne think parochialism is bad?
Montaigne believes that Parochialism (Narrow mindedness) is bad due to the lack of experience it produces within human beings. He further explains that people who are parochial fail to meet people from different races and fail to traverse different states. This lack of experience makes them see things from a single perspective hindering them from living.
2. Briefly describe Pascal's "wager."
	
	God exists
	God don’t exists

	Believe in God
	Heaven
	No lost

	Don’t believe in God
	Hell
	Nothing will happen



Pascal believes that people who believe in God have nothing to lose since the existence or non-existence of God will offer two possibilities which will not affect an individual who believes in God negatively. However, an individual who does not believe in God will suffer if God does exist and hence it is ideal and preferable to believe in God.

3. In class, I outlined three concerns with Pascal's wager.  Give a brief description of each.
As for the first concern, I was not impressed. In my case, I have taken up the Islamic faith, and I have also given up on a lot of things considered okay in the world such as taking alcohol and even fornication. I struggle daily with sin and not doing what others my age is doing and therefore finding out there is no God will leave me miserable.
As for skewed probabilities, I believe it’s impossible to elaborate God's existence through charts and statistics. A lot of belief in God's existence is based on faith and such no theorems or charts can be used to prove or disprove this.
Different religions have different ideas of what God is, and different religions have different ideologies of Hell and punishment for disbelief. As I stated earlier, our religions are based on the premises of faith, and thus a chart cannot fully derive probabilities of the existence or non-existence of God.
4. In class, I said that the Scientific Revolution was two revolutions.  Explain.
In the first understanding, Revolution is basically how we see the universe through our own eyes and picture it. We went from the initial cosmology based on Aristotle's key points and followed up with a more modern approach to our current scientific cosmology.
The second understanding is a revolution in the theory of knowledge. This is revolution that is brought about by our understanding of science. In that, we do not believe because our religion informs us but rather believe because observation and experiments lead us to a certain conclusion.      
5.  Descartes says that there are two things we can know without any possibility of doubt.  Discuss.
Thinking: we cannot doubt we are thinking because if we doubt we are thinking we are already thinking.
Our Existence: We cannot doubt our existence since if we do it begs the question of who is thinking.
6.  What does it mean to say that our interaction with the world is "mediated" through our representations of it?  Why did Descartes think that our interaction with the world is mediated in this way?
There is no constant representation of everything around us, in a real sense; everything around us is seen through our senses and the mental pictures which our senses form for us. This means that the worldly image depends on our senses and how they perceive the world.
7.  I described two problems that arise from the appearance/reality gap.  What are they?
Corresponding: It is difficult to understand whether my representation of an object is valid and true. This is because my perception of something is changed by various factors, for example, my proximity or closeness to an object.
Existence: I cannot know truly the existence of something since my perception of something can be changed by various factors such as blurry vision or even dreaming.


8.  Briefly describe the Ball of Wax experiment.  What is it supposed to show?
In the ball of the wax experiment, the main point was examining an object in different states of matter solid, liquid and gaseous states. The experiment was meant to show how the perception of vision changes as an object is changed from different states of matter and how our observation of the same is changed. Our vision of the object is changed and different, but the underlying fact is that it is only one object.
9.  Define:  Primary qualities; Secondary qualities.
The primary qualities of an object are the properties of an object regardless of how it is being perceived or received through our plain sight. The object may be in motion or may be different, but primary qualities remain to be the main qualities of an object that is independent of observation. 
Secondary qualities of an object are those properties which represent an object for example color. Secondary qualities are thought to be the properties that produce any sensation in the observer. Taste, smell, and sound are examples, and they can be described to affect people.
10.  What is Descartes' solution to the "existence problem"?
Descartes tries to look everything anew by analyzing everything he knew from his point of view. He went to the point of concluding that there can be no certainty of the existence of anything for sure. However, we obtain knowledge and the worldview from our senses.


